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O. AL THE HVMBLE MYNDED 
which love the truth in ſimplicitie, - Grace: atid 
peace, , 


Ll though in reſpet# of our 
ſelves wee could bee content to 
vndergo all the reproaches that 
the World can lay vpon vs and 
therein bee more forte for their 
| evill , then for our ſelves, yer itt 
| that hereby men take accation to 
peake againſt the truth of G O D which wee profeſ- 
e, andeſpecially in regard off the fearefull fals off 
me that hath bene off vs; Weeare forced againſt 
ir whole mynds;to publiſh ſomething for the clee- 
ng off our innocency in ſuch thinges as men do 
ommonlie heape vp 1n our accompt , andallro 
urther our reckontnge in cortempr with men of all 
ſtates, Notthat wee feecke ro pleaſe men in the 
Feaſt thinge wherein wee may diſpleaſe G O D., nei- 
her to diſpleaſe men ta the leaſt thinge wherein wee 
ay pleafe GOD,accompring it a molt happic thing 
$0 have favour with GOD and men. Andwee de- 
Ire(although formerly wee have bene to much. in- 
ſpeCtivevft men,runing the viotent courſes off our 
wne diſpoſjcions, which weeſhame not to confeſle 
hat GOD may have the glory)that our former evill 
ay be paſſed by with loye andpaticce, and through Ls 
MY Az © GODS, 1 


%. + $ 


GODS grace wee $hall endevour to reforme ou|... 
ſelves hercin: Wherein iff weefaile(as wee haye caulq - 
to feare cur {elyes) wee pray that wce miy bee conſi 
deredas men full off intirmities , and that our judg 
mentand profeſſion is otherwiſe, And we could wish 
that all men that profeſſe CHRIST would bee war 
ned hercin by our harmes,and their owne experten 
ces,who cannot but ſee how :niuch contempt , theif'® 
 $harpe and vnſavory courſes. both in ſpeaches ang; 
- wticings have broughrvpon their cauſe an perſonsF* 
beſids manie other SHlictions troubles , & ſifferingÞ?* 
-wherin they have leſſned their comforts 1a that they - 
have in parte bene the authors off their 0wne harme 
by provoking the contrary mynded againſt themf 
Now as wee doe promiſſe ynfainedly our owne tc 5 
formacion hercin(the LORD aſſiſtinge vs) lo do weg®; 
earneſtly beſcech al that feare GOD and profcllF, 
CHKIST to redrefkt this evil, and we doubt not bulk.” 
they shal ſgone feele the profitable peace of it in tha " 
owne ſoules, and the cauſe off GOD s$hall bee betreF:- 
acceptedand more adviced, And our purpoſe bein 
ro publish in short our faith, with the warrat thereoff 
Iet1t not ſeem? ſtrainge that ous writing beares ro, 
that proporcion that writings vſually do in that wet 46 
gre (1mple men deſtitute off artto order, and bewti wy 
fie our writings withall , which is one ſpeciallcquly « 
that maketh,vs with all vnwillingnes to write;but we bi 
truſt the trurh off GOD $hall not be lefſe regarded off 
the loyers thereoff, becauſe off our ſimplicitie. , 
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WEE-BELEEVE AND . »:; 
7 v1 2-2: 7 Contelle; $1.531 i" 
. That there are THREE, which beare record jw 
heaven,the FAT HER, the WORD,and the SPIRIT; 
\ nd theſe THREE are one GOD in all equallirie, x, 
Joh, 577. Phil,2. 5.6.By whome all chinges are created 
ot nd preſerved in Heaycn andin Earth, Gen, r.Chaps 


| ' | ; y | 

That this GOD in the begining created al thingy 
ff nothinge.Gen, 1:1.and made man off the duſt off 
Jheeatch,c ap.2.7.,in his owne ymage, chap.1.27: in 
"tghteouſmes and true Hohnes.Ephef;4+ 24, yet being 
taped, fel by diſobedience.Ghap. z.1-7,, Through 
zoleidiſobedience all mien ſinned. Rom. 5.12 19, 
$ ſinn being imputed vaco all, and ſo death went o« 


ft allmen. ; 41 en 
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;j$<5 being imputed vnto all... x LI 7 


J That notwithſtanding this Men are by nature the. 
Thildren off wrath, Epheſ. 2, 3.borne in iniquitic and 
ſin conceived, Pſal.51.5, Wile to all eyill,bur to- 
DOC they have no krowledg; Icr. 4.22, The natural 
_perceiveth not the thinges off the Spirit off Gods- 


, Cor. 2.14. And therefore man is not reſtored 


ito' his former eſtate , bur that as man in his 
Tens "RS, :--* 55 
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A Tharbythe ptomifſed ſeed off the Woman IESVS: 

$-HRIST his obedience;al are made righteous, Rom.- 
49. Alare made alive,t.Cor, 15.22, His rightcouſs 
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GODS grace wee $hall endeyour to reforme ou|.. 
ſelves herein: Wherein iff wee fatle(as wee haye cauſ9 
to feare our ſelyes) wee pray that wce miy bee con(i 
deredas men full off intirmities , and that our judg 
mentand profe([1on is otherwiſe, And we could wish 
that all men that profeſſe CHRIST would bee war 
ned hercin by our harmes, and their owne experten 
ces, who cannot but ſee how :nuch contempt , thei? 
' Sharpe and vnſavory courſes. both in ſpeaches anc ty 
- writings have broughrvpon their cauſe an perſons". q 
beſids manie other afflictions troubles , 6 ſuffering”: 
 -wherin they have leſſned their comforts 1a that they 
have in parte bene the authors off their 0wne harme F 
by provoking rhe contrary mynded againſt the " Fa 


Now as wee doe promiſſe ynfainedly our owne rc "0h 


formacion hercin(the LORD aſliſtinge vs) ſo do wegÞ:; 
earneſtly beſcech al that feare GOD and profcilF; 
CHRKIST to redrefſe this eyil, and we doubt not byf 
they shal ſaone feele the profitable peace of it in tha 
owne ſoules, and the cauſe off GOD shall bee betre}:: 
accepted and more adyiced, And our purpoſe being 
ropublish in short our faith with the warrat thereoff 
letit not ſecm? ſtrainge that ous. writing beares no. 
that proporcion that writings vſually do in that wet ”y 
are {imple men deſtitute off artto order, and bewti wy 
fie our wfitings withall , which is one ſpeciallcquk T 
that maketh vs. with all vnwillingnes to write;but wet * 
tiuſt the trurh off GOD $ha!l not be leſſe regarded olf F 
the lovers thereoff, becauſe off our ſimplicitie, ” 
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That there are THREE, which beare record.iw 
heaven,the FAT HER, the WORD,and the SPIRIT; 
knd theſe THREE are one GOD in all equallirie, x, 
Joh, 5:5, Phil,2. 5.6.By whome all chinges are created 
Knd preſerved in Heaycn andin Earth. Gen, 1.Chapg 


1 That this GOD in the begining created al things 
pf nothinge.Gen,1:1.and made man off the duſt off 
Fheeatch,chap.z.75,in his owne ymage, chap.1.27: in 
Tghteoumes and true Hohnes.Ephef;4. 24, yet being 
Impred, fel by diſobedience.Ghap,z.1—7.. Through 
zoſe'idiſobedicnce all nien ſinned. Rom. 5.12+ 19, 
s inn being imputed vato all, and ſo death went o= 
Ft allmen. oor et | _y 


J Tharbythe promiſſed ſeed off the Woman IESVS; 
HRIST his obedience;al are made righteous, Romy 

$49. Alare made alive,t.Cor, 15.22, His rightcouſs 

yes being imputed vnto all,. oct cr) 


| That notwithſtanding this Men are by nature the. 
&hildren off wrath, Epheſ. 2, 3.borne in iniquitic and 
finconceived.Pſal.51.5, Wiſe to all eyill,bur to- 
DOC they have no knowledg. Icr. 4.22, The natural 
ja perceive th not the thinges off the Spirit off Gods: 
. Cor, 2,14. And therefore man is not reſtored 
nto' his former eſtate , bur that as man in his 
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eſtate off innocency_haveing'in himſelff all difpoſi4G 
tion vnto good, & nv diſpoſition vnto evill, yet being 
tempred might yeild , or might refiſt 2 even ſono 
being failen, and haveing all diſpoſition .vnto evill JH 
andno diſpoſition or will ynto arite good, yer GOLce 
_ © givcing grace, man may receavegrace , or my rejedjta 
race;according to that ſaying, Deurt. 30.19. , I callſof 
Heaven and Earth to record. This day againſt yougc 
that [ have ſer before you life and death,blefling angſto 
curſing: Therefore chule life that both thou and thyſfte 
{cd may hve, "7T1C 7 J- 15 nn 
UIC4yl tl 7 F761 ry + ft16 45: 188 
- That GOD before the Foundacis off the WorldE: 
Hath Predeſtinated that all that beleeve in him ſhalljto 
be. ſaved. Epheſc 1.4.1 2.Mark. 1 6,16,and'al thar be{th: 
leeve hotſhalbee damned. Mark, 16.16. all which hqha 
TKiiewe before, Roman, 8,29..And this is the Ele&iaff®? 
and reprobacion ſpoken of inthe Scripturs,concerſ}ſa! 
ning (alvacuon , and condemnacion , and not thaſſfea 
GOD hath Predeſtinated men to bee wicked and i . 
to bee damned, but thar men being wicked ſhallbeg, 
damhed,For GOD would have all men fave: ; andſ{ec 
come to the krrowledg offthe truth, 1, Tim. 2.4» andjFu 
would have no nar to periſh, but wonld have all mgſe« 
come rorepentance. 2-Per. 3-9. and willeth nor thqHe 
death offhim thar a'cith Ezec.1$.32. And therefor Vi! 
GOD is the author oF no mens condemnacion, act 
cording tothe ſaieing Off the Propher, Oſza.yz, Thy 1-3 


diſtraction Q Iſrael is 0xFthy ſelfe , bur thy: helpe 1 thi 


That man is juſtified onely by the righteouſne: 
QJ 


—- 


off CHRIST, apprehended by faith, Roman. z, 28, 
7JGal,2,16,yert faith without worksis dead, Iam.2,47, 


19 'F 7. | VE, 
wl That men may fall away from the grace off GOD 
11Heb.12.15.and from the truth , which they have re- 
Jccived & acknowledged chap. 10.26 .afterthey have 
Ataiſted' off the heavely gift,and were made pertakers 
JJoffrhe HOLY GHOST. , .and have taiſted off the 
1,1g00d word off GOD,& off the powers off the world 
djto come.Chap. 6.4: 5. And after they have eſcaped 
witom the filthines off the World, may bee taugled a- 
'Jgaine rherein & overcome. 2. Pet. 2.20, .Thata righs 
teons man may forſake kis righteouſnes and periſh 
dEzechy8. 24.26. And therefore let no man preſume . 
[Sto thinke that becauſe, he hath, or had once grace, 
:Jtherefore he Chall alwaics have grace:Bur lct all men 
1d have- aſſurance .; | that iff they continew vnto the 
end , they ſhalbee ſaved { Lerno man then pre= 
ſame : | but let all workeortt their falyacion with 
afeare and trembling,  . -. © 3330003 1o00 


4. That1ESVS CHRIST the Sonne off GOD the 
AFlecond Perſon, or lubſiſtance in the Trinity, , inthe 
AFFalnes off time was manifeſted in the Fleſh,bcivg the. 
gfeed off David,and oft the 1ralits ; according tothe 
d4Feſh,Roman.1.3.andy..f.the yonne off. Marie the 
d Virgine,made of hir ſubſtance, Gal. 4.4.By the power 
Joffthe HOLIE GHOST overſhadowing hir. Luk; 
$1-35-416 being thus true Man was like vnto us in all, 
K$hing,ſin onely excepted, Heb.4.15. being one perſon 
Jinrwo diſtin natures, TRVE GOD , and TRVE 


MAN, | TIEF ny 
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That TESVS CHRIST is Mediator off the New 
Teſtament betweene GOL and Mani. Tim.2. 5. has 
veing all power in Heaven and in Earth given vnto 
him. Mat,28.18, Being the onely KING. Luk.1.33, 
PREIST, Heb.7. 24.and PROPHET.AQ. 3.22, Off 
his Church, heallo being the onely Law-giver, hath 
11 his Teſtament ſet downe an abfolute, and perfect 
rule off direQtion,for all perſons,at all rimes , to bee 
obſcrved:Which no Prince,nor anie whoſoever,may 
addroo,or diminish from as they wil avuid the feare 
full judgments denounced againſt them that $hal fo 
do, Rey<1.22.18,19, 


"+ 40 10, , 

- Thatthe Church off CHRIST is acompainy off 
fairhful people.y,Cor.1.2,Eph. 1. 1+ ſeperated fro the 
yorld by the word & Spiric off GOD. 2.Cor.6.17. 
being kint vnto the LORD,& one vnto another, by 

iſme.y.Cor.12.13 .Vpon their owne coufc{h16 o 
the faith, At, 8, 37.& ſinnes,Mart,3.6. 


| I 1, 

- That though in reſpe& off CHRIST, the Church 
bee one, Epheſi, 4.4. Yet it conſiſtcth off divers parti- 
culer congregacions,cven ſo manie as thereshallbee 
it the World,every off which congregacion, though 
they bee but two or three /, have. CHRIST given 
them with all rhe meancs aff their ſalvacion. Mat. 18 
20. Roman, $, 32. 1,Corin-3.22, Arethe'Bodie 
off CHRIST, 1.Cor.12.27, anda whole Church, 
1,Cor. 14.23. And therefore may , and ought, 
when they arecome together , to Pray, Prophecie, 
bicake bread , andadminiſter in all the holy ordi= 

| Nances 
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nance, although as yet they have no Officers: | or 
that their Officers should bee in Priſon,lick , or 


annie drher meanes hindered fram the Church, #:.75#. Wn 
4: $0 2.5 I2. C | | 
Thatas one congregacion hath CHRIST fo ; 


Kath all, 2.Ccr,10,7, And that the Word off GOD 
cometh not out from anie one , neither to ani- one $44 
congregacion in patrticuler, r.Cot.14.36. Bur vnto F 

everie particuler Church,as it doth vnto al the world 
Coll.1,5.6. And therefore noChurch ought to 
challeng anie prerogative over anie other, | 


1, j 
That evetie Charch is to receive in all their mer " 

bers by Bapuiſme vpon the Confeſſion off their faith 

and {innes wrought by the preaching off the Goſpel 

according to the primitive Inſtitucion, Mat. 28.1 

And prattiſe, Act. 2.41, And therefore Churches 

conſtituted after anic other manner,or off anie other 

perſons are not according to CHRISTS Telſtay 

ment, | 


14+ | 
That Baptilme or wathing wich Water, is the ou 7 
ward manifeſtacionoff dicing vnto (inn , and wal- . Wo! 


keing in newnes off life, Roman. 6. 2. 3.4 And,  M! 
therefore inno wile apperteyneth to infants, = * | 
"NBREN L005 | * iy 
..-» That the LORDS Supper is the ontward f 
wanifeftacion offthe Spirituall communion berwene i 
CHRIST and the faithful mutuallic, 1,Coro.16.1y 


Ag to day 


@ declare his death vntil he comey,Cor,r1.26, 
OC: ; x 16, l OPS. o | 
* That the members off everie Church or Congre- 
gacion ought toknowe one another , that ſo they 
may performe all the duties off loye one towards an- 
Other both to ſoule and bodie, Mat.18.15. 1. Thel. . 
14.4.Cor.12,2 5. And eſpeciallic the Elders ought to || « 
knowe the whole flock ; whereoff the HOLIE | « 
GHOST hath made them everſcers, Acts.20.28. | : 
1.Per.5.2.3-And therefore a Church ought not to | ' 
conſiſt off ſuch a multitude as cannot have perticu= | | 
kr knowledg one off another. | 
ENS RY - 9. WORIw 
_ That Brefhren impenitent in,pne ſin after the ad- 
monition offthe Church,are t6 bee excluded the co- | : 
munion off the SainQs, Mar.18.17,1.Cor. 5.4.13. & | 
therfore not the comutring off ſin doth ctit off anie 
from the Church;burrefuting to heareche Church 


to reformacion. es 

"a TITS "RO | 
_"ThatExcommunicantsin reſpect off civil ſoctetie || « 
ate not to bee avoided, 2, Theſl., 3.15 Mat. 18.17- 


”" IF 


SORE FIT — 44 | G 

"That everie Church ought(according to the exa- | 
ple off CHRISTS Diſciples: and primitive Chur- I | 
ches) vponeverie firſt day off the weeke, being the | 
LORDSdgay,to aſſemblerogerher- to pray. Prophe- | | 
cie,praiſe GOD;and breake Bread, and performe all J | 
ether partes off Spirituall communis for the worſhip | 

off GOD, their owne murtnalſl edificacion , and the 

Þtcſervacion off true Religion, & pietie inthe church 

$6,20,19;AR.z, 42;and 20.7 ,t.Cor.16,2,and that 
RY oughr | 1 


ought not to labor in their callings according t& 
the equitie off the morall law,Exod.,20.8,8c, whick 
CHRIST came not to aboliſh bur to fulfill, 


20 | 

That the Officers offeverie Church or congrega- 
Clon are cither Elders , who by their office doe 
Cially feed the flock concerning their ſoules, AR. zo 
28, 1,Pet. 5.2.3, or Deacons Men, and Wemem 
who by their office releave the neceſſities off the 
poore and impotent brethre concerning their bodies, 
Act.6.1--4, | 


21, 

' That theſe Officers are to bee choſen when there 
are perſons qualified according to the rules inChriſts 
Teſtament, 1, Tim,3,2--7.In.1.6--9, Act. 6,3.4, By 
Election and approbacion off that Charch or congre=- 
gacion whereoff they are members, Act.6.3,4.and 14 
23.with Faſting, Prayer,and Laying on off hands, At; 
13.3,and 14.2 3, And there bcing but one rule for El» 
ders,therefore but one ſort off Elders, 


| 22 
That the Officers offeyeric Church or congrega= 
cion are tied by Office onely to that particuler con- 
gregacion whereoff they arechoſen, Act.,14.23, and 
20.17.Tit,1.5.And therefore they cannot challeng 
by office anic aucthoniie in anie other congrega- 
tion whatſoever except they would have anApcltle- 


ſhip. 
LIE | 23. 
That the Scriptures off rhe Old and New Tefta- 


ment are wrirten for our inſtruCtion,2. Tim. 3, 16,6 


that wee ought to ſearch them for they reſtifie off 
| . Chiiſt, 


nd 


CHRIST, Toh. 5.39. Andtherefore to bee vic d 


withall reyerence as conteyning the Holie Word oF 


GOD , which onclic js our dircftion in althinges 
wharſvcvcr. 


That Magiſtracie is : Hottie ordinance off GOD, 
that everic {oulc ought to bee ſubjc to it not for 
fcarconclie,, but for conſcience fake, 'Magiltracrs 
are the miniſters off G O D for our wealth , they 
bearc not the ſword fornought. They are the mini» 
ters cf GOD to take vengance on them that doe 
evil, Rom, 1 3.chap.That itis a fearefull ſin to ſpeake 
evilloff them tharare indignitic and to diſpiſe Gy- 
yerment, 2. Pet,2,10. Wee ought to pay tribute, 
cuſtome and all other datics, That wee areto pray 
for the, for GOD would have them ſaved andcome 
tothe knowledg off his truth, t. Tir, 2.1.4, And 
therefore they may bee members off the Church off 

HRIST,retcining their Magiſtracie , for no Holie 
Ocdinance off G O D debarreth anie from being a 
memberoffC HRI1 STS Church, They beate the 
ſword off GOD, which ſword in all Lawfull admini- 
Rracions is ro bee defended and ſupported by the ſer. 
vancs off G.O.D that are vnder their Govermenr 
with rhcir lyves and al that they have according as in 
che farſt Inſtitation off that Holie Ordinance, And 
whoſoever holds otherwiſe muſt hold , (iff they vn 
derſtid themſelves)that they are the miniſters-of the 
devill,and therefore not to bee praied for nor appro+ 
vedinanie off their adminiſtracions,ſeing all things 
they doe(as punishing offenders and defending theie 
eoyntries,[tare;and perſons by the has cha: © 
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24. | 
That it is Lawfull in aa cauſe for the *c_ | 


o ff{trife to take an cath by the Name off the LO 
Heb.6.162,Cor,1,2 3,Phil, 1,8, t 
26 


That the d-ad $hall rife againe, and the liveingh 
being changedin a moment , haveing the fame bo- 
dies in ſubſtance though divers in qualities, 1,Cots 
15.52,and 38, lob.1g.15f--28.Luk. 24.30, 


: 27. 
Thar after the reſurrection all men $hall appears 


before the judgment ſeat cf CHRIST to bee 


judged according to their workes , that the Godlie 
Shall cnioy life Ercrnall,the wickeed being condem+ 
ned © 29980 tormented cyerlaſtinglicin Hell Mat, 
25.46. | - 

And now that wee have truely {cet downe our 
faith and ground thercoff let ir bee duely 8 conſcio- 
nably conſidered what iuft canſe there is that our 
profeſſion & we should be made fo odious as we are 
wee hold that Adam being fallen,and in him al man- 
kind, the LOR Dbcing <cqually juſt and mercr ull, 
hath by CHRIST boy, Ih Adam, andin him all 
mankind, (not reſtored him) yet all actuall cranſgreſ- 
fors muſt repent and beleeve,and by-faith in IESVS 
CHRIST be juſtificdorels perish in their tranſgreſ- 
fions : Now hereby wee hold as wee have shewed: 
that theL ORD creats no man to damnacion, but 
that men bring.it ypon;themizIves , by theirowne 
ſinnes, Ezech. 18, 20. The ſame Soule that 
finneth $hallſdye , the SON NE %hall not beare 
the iniquity offthe FATHER , ncither shalt the 
SS © FATHER 


PATHER beare the iniquitie off the SON , but the | 
rightcouſnes off the righteous $halbee vpon him , & | | 
the wickednes off the wicked shallbee vpon him- 
felff. . And that therefore all infants aswell as anie 
dicing before they have committed actuall ſin , are 
redeamed by CHRIST, there eſtates and condicions | . 
| beingall one; Wee beſeechall that feare GOD weay I. 
-qom0: mg what grevious cauſe off offence there is | 
ercin, 4 | 
Secondiy wee hold that men c6feſſing their faith | 
and inns are onely to bee Baptized,and thar infants | , 
nat being capable off the word offGOD, nor off faith 
and repentance,are alſo yncapablc cff the Baptisme || ; 
off repenrance,and wee pray. the wiſe harted advy- 
ſedly to c6fider ro what end should infits be washed | , 
Wick, that waterit not being comaunded nor prac- |; 
riſed as wee bave{according to the meaſure oft our | ; 
vnderſtanding)shewed ; why Should men make a 
ccrimoniall ordinance offa fubſtanciall ordinance, 
for certainly it ir maſt beadminiſtred vp6 infirs, it is 
onlie aceremonie or shadoyy, for the infat isnot the 
trucly mortified & ſanQified,8& it may be never will, 
Ye men off ynder{tanding fearing GOD lookevnto 
your judgments and practizes in theſe things, and |, 
In allthings', and walke by rule from the word off }| , 
trath: wharrule or warrant can be produced that you Þ 
Should take the word off GOD,and the haly ordini- | ,z 
ces off the New Teſtament, which are alreal & ſub- Þ;z 
Rantiail, and aqmimſter them vnto or vpon a yong | ,, 
infant, and ſo make them off no effect , why are you | 6, 
thus carried away With the tradicions off men : you Þ þ, 
kayc begun to go towards retormacion, ye have caſt } 
b. 96 away | 
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away the croſle, ye have put by ſaerties , bue the FA- 
THER (iff he will ) may answereand take charge 
go on but onc ſtep further , and let the partic Bapti- 
zed,answere and take charge off himſclff, and then 
there willbee comfort in adminiſtring , and comfore 
to whomett 1s adminiſtred , let nothing bee wanting 
that the Lord requireth in his word leaſt you bee re- 
proved with the yongmanin the goſpell, Wee truſt 
the LORD in ume will give you to ſee thefe things, 
andnot ſo onely,but both youandvs to ſee further 
things whercoft wee areignorant (For none hath at- 
reyned vnto it) ift wee will but ſee our ingnorance, & 
in humilitic willingly ſeeke knowledg, © | 
| Theſe arethe two Cheife points forthe which all- 
moſt all men give to much hbertie ro themſelves to 
ſpeakeevill , wee pray the Godlie mynded with-beſt 
judgment to confider whether there bee anie cullor 
that theſe things should bee ſao vnſavorie and dif- 
aiſtfull as they are,and wee for holding them, in the 
LORDS Name wee beſeech you with love and pa- 
tience view theſe things yertover againe. Wee huld 
that GOD in his Firſt promiſſe concerningCHRIST 
was mercifull ro all makind alike,all mankind being 
ynder one and the ſame transgrefſion: you hold nor; 
or thus wee bold with thappoſtle,r,Tim.2,6. Thac 
CHRIST gave himſclffa ranſome for al men , and 
that he 1s the ſaviour offall men ', bur eſpecially off 
'them that bel eve,1.tim,4.10,&tht he is the rec6cilis 
notonely for the ſinnes off the faithfu)l , but for the 
ſinnes offthe whole World', 1.Ioh, 2,2, You 
hold other wiſe, Againe wee hold , that as our ſaviour 
CHRIST commaunded, Mat.2$.1 9. Me muſt teath 


and 


 andBaptiſe,you hold they may Baptiſe and not teathy 
Orcchus,wee hold they that beleeve may bee Bapti- 
2ed. AQ,8.37, You hold they that beleeve nor, 
where 1s this ſo great cauſe off ottence,why doe you 
diſpleaſc y our felves ſo much at vs , eſpecially you 
Which are called the Seperacion, asto alianate your 
afeRions cftrainge your ſpeaches , and change your 
countenances,as though wee were monſters , or at 
the leaſt vild men. Theſe things doe diyerſly affe& 
Ys according to the ſeveral cond:cions off the partizs 
they that doe it throngh [{tronge error off judgment, 
wee cannot bur bee forie for them , they that doe ir 
through weaknes,bceing miſled, wee pittie with the 
bowels off compaſſion, they that doe it through pride 
and di{diine wee leaſt reſpet , but yer with arefor- 
macion in all: For wee are perſuaded off the two firſt 
that herein they doe not fullic pleaſe themſclves, and 
wee are ſare they doe not at all pleaſe GOD, but wee 
will through GODS grace with better paticnce and 


hope then hererofore,wait for better Friuts off grace . 


in whome there is grace,and wee pray that our hops 
may not bee invaine, | 

And whereas formerlie it hath bene thought and 
reported,that we held theſe things being ſeduced by 
Mr,Smyth , we being nowthrough the great grace, 
mercie , and fayouroff GOD towards vs (though 
through-cruell malice off Sathan againlt vs , and Spi- 
rit off error in him) devided from him , wee pray a 
Change off tharjudgment,and wee t1u{t wee shal ap-. 
prove vntaall men that wee hold our faith off Con- 
ſcience to GOD. from the ground off the Scriptures, 


And yer letng man thingke that wee couldnot wil- |, 


tingly 
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| ingly have yndergone that reproach and farr grea- 
| ter to have ſtill enjoyed him , yea what would wee 
| not havecndured or done , would wee not have 
loſt all wee had , yea would wee not have pluc- 
ked out our eyes, would wee not hayc laid downe 
our lives , doth not GOD Kknowe this : Doe 
not Men knoweit > Dothnothe know ut 2 have 
wee not negleftedour ſelves , our Wives, our Chul- 
' | dren,andall wee had,and reſpected him,and we con- 
' | fefſe wee had good caule foto do, in reſpect off thoſe 
| moſt excellent gifts and graces off GO D that then 
did abound in him,and all our love was to littke for 
him and not worthy of him, And rneretore let nono 
'thinck, and let not him thincke , but that our ſoules 
| havc,and do mourne for the loſſe off ſuch a man,and 
iftthe LORD had take him'away trom vs,we might 
havecried(beare with our foolishnes)the chariot 'and 
horſmen off 1{racl, but he hath forſaken the LORDS 
Truth, hes fallen from grace, & though the fowler 
had fpred his net & laid it,the net is broken & we are 
| cſcaped, bleſſed & praiſed bee our GOD, Yer hadhe 
fallen alone , our greife had bene full enough, butin 
thar ſo manie ſo neare & lo deare vnto vs , are fallen 
with him,hereby hath he our off meaſure enlarged 


the LORD atone,and in his.Holie Truth, and iff the 
LORD had not now held vs vp,wee had ſurely fal- 
len ; and wee, truſt wee $hall bee eſtablished for 
GOD isable to make vs ſtand. Let not al theſe things 
diſtaiſt anie man off theTruth,nor kepe back any f16 
3t, bur rather encorage men vnto it, in thatthe Lord 
hath ſo mercifullie preſerycd a poo re remnant , and 
'f B kt men 
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his owne fin,and our greife , but our comfort is in 


kt melooke to the cauſe, and net to the accidents, 
andyctiffthey doe looke to the accidents they hall 
ſee the like in the Churches off GOD, where men 
were Baptized conte(ling their faith & their fannes, 
And thus leaveing the truth off GOD 8: our ſelves 
the vnworthy witneſſes therof to your beſt thoughts 
& cenſure we leave,beſceching theLORD to enligh- 
ten you with all light off truth. 


That it may not bee thought weelay imputacions 
or caſt reproaches vpon Mr, Smyth vnjuſtly , wee 
thought good in short to fet downe ſome off the er. 
rors,whereinto he is fallen,as alſo therruth he is fat- 
len from, 


Sn, SS. 


L, 
That CHRIST concerning the firſt marrer off his 
* Hleshyhe affirmed thar all the Scriptures would norJ,. 
prove,that he had it off the virgine. Marie , but his ſe-Y'F 
cond matter which he ſaid was his nouriſhmet,that] 
theScriptures proved he had of Maric,thus makeing : 
CHRiST to have two matters off his Fleſh. 


25 : 
"That men are juſt:fied partetie by the righteoufng 
off CHRIST apprehended by faith , partely by theuſ 
owne inherent righteouſnes, 


That Adams ſin was ſ imputed ynte anie of his 
ſteritie,and that all wen are in the cſtare off Adam 

n. his innocency before they commit actrall fin, and 
therefore infants were not redemned by CHRIST, 
bur as the Angels andall other Creatures, " 
| | 10t 


© 'Thatthe Chutch ng Miniftery muſt come by 
Acceſſion concrary to his former , proteſlion , in 
words & writings, &rhar by a ſuppoſed ſucceſſion, 
he cannot shew , from whome ,- nor when, nog 
where, Eos | : 
"| Thatan Elder offone Church is an Elder off al} 
Churches inthe World. _ HEASS | 


C4 | ; 
That dagiiret may not bee members off 


CHRIST. Church , and reteynetheir Magi= 


In this Declatacion off our Faith, wee ktowe ons 
great weaknes and ignorance muſt riceds appeare, 
whereart tet none rejoyce,for fuch rejoyceinge is nor 
zood,and far bee it from anic that fea1 Din h6- 
lines,to ſtrive ro ſeeke our advantages againſt vs fn 
reſpedt off our ignorance, but rather lament our pee 
b | vertic and nakednes,and with love paſſe by our jnfir- 
mities-, and cpver ont nakednes with the Spirit off 
meekenes,knowecing that they alſo arc ſubjet ro tha 
$| like fin, Tothe winch acknowledgment off theic 
ur} owne ignorances,iff men fearing G O D would bee 

drawn<to adue and thorowe conſideracion off ©, ir 

would ſtop manie ſtiffe courſes, both in writing,(pea- 
king,and behavinur,and that oftentimes againſt the 
bleſſed truth off GOD, and the poore witneſſes there 
HOff,which moſt men fall into , while they are carried 
away with ſtronge conceipt of their owne vnderſtari- 
| ding, forgetting with humilnic to remember that ho- 
of | B z lic and 
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4#and'gtacious forewaming infttuRion off, - 
cpoſtle.1,Cor,8.2, Iffanie man. ng he. = 
wethaniethinge-, he knoweth gras. yet as he 
*ought to knowetAnd wee humblic beſeech the Wile 
andLeaned men off fo piers <> profeſſe god- 
lines to receavet his infiruction oft that worthie *AP- 
'poftle , and not to beare themſelves fo much vpon 
their knowledg , ſeeing the:Word off G OD doth. 
Teach them to knowe ,. that they are ignotant ih aſl 
"ehinges, EIT. NG T2 oy 


' Andthis being the vyndoubted Truth off GON, 
that the moſt learned & molt bolie men vpon'the 
\Earth are ignorant in all thinge$, & that in an, excee- 
ding great meaſare,we do therefore with al the Brace 
-& love off our harts,.. & with the moſt entyre affec- 


right harted profeſſors off the 
longer relic & depend vpon learned and Holic men 
Fer the knowledg off anie DRETRR off GODS Truth; 
4and knowing this which wee hope you all knowe, 
+thatiff your fairh bee built vpon the Word off GOD 

off other mens knowled 
rye vnderftanding, you shall never bee able ro ſtand 
-In the day off Triall, and you can never haye ſound 


| faich inſuch knowledg. 


+: Toexplaine our ſelves yet better in this point ,, if 

{You beleeve or profeſle anie thinge, becauſe ir is the 

dgenens or cxpoſicion off Mr, Calvine , Mr.Beza, 
Mr.Perkins , or any other never ſo highlie reſpect 

-amongſt you,cither dead or liveing , you A the 
| glorio 


tions off our ſoules intrear,deſfire, 8 pray all the vp-J.. 
FrheGoalpel, that they wil ng | 


, andnotoff yur ownel 
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glariogs Goſpell oF CHRIST in reſpe&t off perſons; 
nd iff you rcjz& or cotdemne anie thinge as errore 
men in the World doe write againſt ,ſpeake againſt 
and condemneit , although tt bee error 1tis ſinne, 
| for youcannot have Faith in that you Knewe irnor 
| tobeeerror , for Faith is off Knowledg , and that 
| fr>mthe Word off GOD, and whatſoever is nor off 
| | Faith, is ſin. Roman.14. 23: This proves thus 
muchin short,thar 1 you do anie good wharſoeyer 
& dp. nor cff Faich,itis ſin, & iff you cſchew evil 8 
doc it nor cff Faith,it is fin: How mach greater then 
1s your {in,iff you de evil & eſchew good & refiſt,re- 
Jjcct,& condemne the bleſſed Truth &holyOrdinan- 
'ccs off GOD, yea although it be off ignerance,who- 
ſocyer doth ir & repenteth nor off it, mult perish,, as 
Peter in his Sermon. Act. 3.17.19. Sheweth moſt eyi= 
kdcntly, where he teſtificth that he knewe , through 
ran: they had denied the holic one & the juſt, 
& dcſired a Murtherer,8 kilted the LORD off life, 
amend your lyves therefore, & tarne faith the Ap- 
poſtlejthar your ſfinnes may be put away , when the 
time off refreshing shall come trom the preſence off 
the LORD,which sheweth , that ift they would nor 
repent their ſinnes should not be put away. 

But leaſt anic Shou!ld 6bject thatthere is no come» 
arifon berwixt theſe two ſinnes , to reject the ho- 
ie one , and through ignorance , to rejcR ſome 

part off his Truth , ler vs compart the ſinnes toge- 
ther, heare in this place they rejefted the Holie one, 
. and iff anie reject the Truth off the Holie one, 
theit{u1is no leſſe , for Chriſt & the Truth ae one 
us "KK "4 lohy 
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cauſe theſe men,yeaand all the learned and holie 
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favouring him before CHRIST, iff anie shall deſire 
' Ptcfer,and favour the Miſteric off 1fniquutie , 'the man 
of {1n,before anie the Holic Ordivances offC HRIST 
Their ſing is no lefſe , For their condemnacion ts 
no leſſe , for they 5shall' drincke off the' wine off 
the wrath off GOD , even off the mere wine which 
1s powred into the cup off his wrath,and shallbe tor= 
mented with fire and brimſtone in the vic off the 
Holic Angels.and in the fight off the lambe, Revyel. 
14.109, They condemned and killed the LORD of 
life: andift ani $hall condemne anie part off GODS 
Eruch,cheir fin is no leſſe,ſeing they crucific tothem= 
ſelves che SONNE off GOD, Heb.6.6 And thus 
much leaſt anie ſimple ſoule,through the deceipt off 
Sathan,or their owne weaknes,by Ic{Ininge the (inn 


ptF rcjcing anie truth off GOD, Should be deccaved, 


and ſo perish in their ignorance, | | 

- And that none might ſtumble at the words of the 
Apoſtle, 1,Tim.1,13, Where he faith , 1 was recca- 
yed to mercie, for I did'it ignorantly through vnbe- 
Jeife, let not anie that hath anic knowledg in the m1- 
Kcrie'off Godlines, thincke,that th- Apoſtle reacherh 
there that-blaſphemers ,perſecutors , and oppreſlors 
shalbce pardoned iff they, doe tr ignorantly roo 
they repent not , GOD forbid, thatſnch a thought 
$hould poſſclſc the. hart off anie that knowes GOD, 
For then it were beſt for the ignorant ro bee 19no!ant 
ſtill ,- and (therefore this in no wiſe is the doctrine oft 
that place; ; But this wee vnderſtand to bec the ſpc- 
ciall inſtruction off theplace, That GOD hath mercy 
blaſpheme,perſecute , and op- 


3a ſtqre for choſe that 
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Toh, 14.6. They deſired a murtherer,preferting 4nd | 


preſſe ignorantly,if they repent. But there is no mer. 
cic for blaſphemers , perſecutors , and oppreſſors,iff 
they doe it not ignorantly , thar is, iff they doe it off 
knowledg : And that there is no mercie for ſuch is 
ſurcher confirmed. Heb 10.26. Whereitis writ- 
ten. ff anie ſin willingly after they have received and 
acknowledged that tiuth, there remaineth no more 
ſacrifice for ſin:Butthis is nog the point in hand , for 
it is thar ſin ignorance, whereoff all men are giltie;for 
the which there is merry with GOD for all men ff 
they repent, alchough they should bee jgnorant offal 

DS truth , and throngh ignorance commit all 
ſin: But no mmercie at all without repentance , iff they 
bee ignorant oft anie one part off GODS truth, and 
through ignorance commit anie one ſinne. 

This no doubt will ſceme ſtraing to maine, and no 
marvile,becauſe ignorance hath fo manie frends,in ſo 
much that ſame have mainreyned, that ignorance is 
notſin , but wee $hall by the grace off GOD ſoane 
make ancnd off that controverlie, | 


Our Saviour CHRIST teacheth, Ioh; r7.3. That 
the knowledg off G O D and offi ESV S CHRIST 
whome he hath ſent,is Ercrnal) life,cthen to bee igno- 
ranroffGOD , and off IESVS CHRIST is Erernal} 
dearh, Further more withour faith iris impoſſiblc 
to pleaſe GOD. Heb. 11.6, And withour noey 


there can bee no Faith , for he that beleeves mu 


knowethat GOD is: therefore it cannot bee denied 
par that ignorance is fin. This then being granted 
off all thar haye anie part off the knowledg ( # ſalva- 


0D, it muRt necds fallowe thatall and cycr'e igno- . 
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xance 1s fin,and muſt beerepented off, or els there is 
no falvacion by CHRIST, | 
| Now to ory that to bee ignorant in: anie one 
point off the Truth oftGO1)},and ro commit any one 
lin oft ignocance,js Eternall death without repenti- 
cc,heare what the HOLY GHOST faich by the Ap- 
oſtle.2.lam.1o, Whoſoever $hall kepe the whole 
w and yet faile 1n one pointyhe is giltic off all, And 
ler all heare with feare and trembling,what the Lord 
faith by the Prophet. Ezech.1 $.10--14, If a Man 
begct a Sonne that is athec fe,or a sheader off blood, 
ift he doe anic one of theſe thinges, though he do not 
all theſe thinges,burt either hath catcn vpo the moun+ 
taines,or defiled his neighbours wife,or hath oppreſ- 
{cd the poore and ncedy,or hath ſpoyled by violence 
Or hath notreſtorce the pledg,, orhath lift yp his cies 
vnto the Idols,or hath committed abhominacion , or 
hath given furth vpon uſuric,or hath taken increaſe{ 
Shall he live?He Shall not live,ſecing he hath done all 
thele abhominacions, he shall dye the death , and his 
blood shallbee vpon him. Thus the LORD acccmp- 
ting that he thatduth anie one ſ{in,doth all fin , and 
mutt perish,except he repent, For the better vn- 
derſtanding off this , leaſt it may ſeeme diffieulr to 
ſome,lct it bee well conGdered,that the LORD con- 
demnes not men,becaule they fin , but becauſe they 
repent not off their ſin,and therefore iffa man com- 
mit'bur one ſin.and repent not he is giltic of all,then 
ro bceignorant off GODS Truth being inn , at 
wce hope wee haye ſufficiently proved to all tha 
love the Truth ,to, bee ignorant off anic one part 
off GO DS'Truth is fin,and vnpardonable WR 
ou 
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out repentance , forhe thar is giltic off one,is gilty 
off all,as is before by the. Word off GOD both i 
the Old and New Teſtament moſt evidently gshe- 


wed, 


| Wee could bee content to ſpend our whole 
Krengrh (which wee acknowledg in humilitie be- 
for? the LORD, and all kis people to bee miſerable 


 weaknes) to manifeſt this fin off ignorance , and 
the fcarctull cſtate and condicion off it , whereby ſo 


manie ſimple ſoules have bene,and are led to diſtruc- 


rion,thincking itfullic may, =o they can attaine to 


ſo much eg there Teachers Teach them, 
and yer all their 'Leachers are exceeding 1gnorant, 


& mult repent otfrheir ignorance or cls they cannor 
be ſayed. 


And take heed you Teachers ,(whome wee muſt 
needs confeſle to excell in manie gifts)lcaſt there bee 
in you ſome ſuch thoughts, as to thincke, that there 
is no more knowledg to bee required off the people 
then you Teach them , and ſo take vpon your ſelves 
that prerogative that was given onely to the PREIST 
vnder the Law,rthat all the people should ſeeke.the 
Law ar his moneth, Mal.2.7. For the LORD hath 
made a new covenant with his people, where he faith. 
1 will purmy Lawes intheir mynd,and in their harts 
I will write them.ler.z 1. 33, And fo they ſhalall bee 
taughr of GOD, And iris written, Ioh.14..26, 
But the comforter which is the HOLIE GHOST, 
whome the FATHER wal ſend in my name, he shall 

«Teach youallthinges , & bring all thinges to yeur 
B 5 Tremem- 
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remembrance which 1 have told you. And 1.10, 2.27 If, 

Bur the anoynting which ye received off him , dwel- |; 
teth in you 2-And ye need not that anie man reach |}: 
you: But as the ſame anvynring reacheth you off all 
thinges,andir is trae,and 15 not licing,&c. 

Althis is not written to take away the H. ordinice 
off reaching , but to enforme the people off GOD, 
that they muſt have their knowledge , our off the 
word off GOD by the reaching of the Spirit ofGOD 
that they may bee able to try the teaching off their 
Teachers, and not bee tyed to vnderſtand the Scrip- 
rures as they expound them :. Bur that they may bee f,, 
able to ſay with good conſciences, wee belceve it nor JI; 
becauſe vou our teachers reach vs|thus,for we know |, 
you are alſo ignorar & ſubject to error, but we beleve |; 
x,becauſe we know it to be rhe truth of God,6: thar 
of our owne knowledg fi6 the word of GOD, by the 
ceſtimonie off the Spirit of GOD. And this know 
ee np every one have that willbee ſaved : For it 
willbce no-pleading with GOD, iff you live and dyc 
in ertor,thatyour Teachers tanghr you ſo, the aun- 
ſycre off GOD s$hallbee you shall dye in your iniqui- 
te: And ro the Watchmen , although they were his 
awne Warchmen, their blood will I require at your 
hands.Ezcch,. 1 $, This shallbee the reward off all 
your labors, iff you Teach rhe people off GOD bur 
one.error,orto oppoſe anic one truth,as our Saviour 
CHRIST Teftificth. Mart. 5.19. Where he ſvith, who- 
ſocyer therefore $hall br: ake one off theſe leaft eom - 
maundements,and Teach menſo, he shallbee-called 
the leet in the Kingdome of Heaven,&c. 

Take heed therefore you Teachers what you 


Teaeb 


7 ſCeach,for itjs the price off your owne blood , & the 
- Iprice of the blood off the people of GOD to be dou= 
pled vpon your heads, 


Wee beſeech you therefore in the bowels off com- 
paſſion , iff there bze anie compaſſion or mercie in 
you,bee not {o contident in your former vnderſtan- 
dings, which 1n manie thinges you have but by tradi 
cion,and from the writings and practices off other 
Heare vs with patience, we ſpeake inthe ypright- 
nes off our harcs vnto you, for the advancement off 
GODS glorte the overthrowe off the miſteric of ini- 
uitic,and the falyacion off your ſoules, and oft the 
oules off the poore people of GOD,that do to much 
depend vpun you ; For whoume wee wih,that wee 
could shead rivers off teares, becauſe wee knowe that 
hey have manie excellent rhinges 1n them, and that 
they have the Zeale off GOD , but not according ro 
knowledg: They are ournaturall countrimen; and 
divers of them our loveing kindred in the Flesh: and 
ſome cur moſt worthie and deare Frends,to whome 
* | wee owe the beſt Friurs off our lives , and the entireſt 
* laffeQtions off our harts. And therefore blame vs nor, 
| iff wee vic all the meanes thar wee can by the Word 
* [off GOD, to drawe them to the ſight oft the fin off 
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norance, which doth ſo overshadowall men , for 


the which (in all men muſt perish,iff they repenr nor, 
| For nowrhe LORD admonishethal meEEvery where 
[to repent , becaufe he hath 2ppointed a day in the' 
which he will judg the World ln rightcouſnes, Ac, 
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_ "Now becauſe we wil not ſped time, to shew whaddi7 

repentance is in that we ſpeake tuthem that have vnh 
derftanding,we commend vnto your Godly &.ad{6. 
viſed.conſideracions,that excellent patterne off re-Jpi 
pentace,that filled Paul with c6forr,6: made him ex- '# 
ceeding joyous,which Godly ſorrow for ſin wrought hz 
in the Cotinthians:For Godly forrow (faith the Ap Pt 
poſtlc)cauſeth repentance vnto falyacion:and beholgl ar 
this thinge , that you havye bene Godlic fory : what ve 
great Earc it hath wrought in you; yea what cleeringh th 
off your ſclves:yea whatindignacion:yea.what feare;] al 
yea how great deſire;yea what zeale:yea what reyEgef al 
inal thinges ye have shewed your {clycs that ye ater} 
puze in this matter, 


Sucha repentance,doe wee defire in all you, (after 
whome our ſoules ſo much long) for this exceeding 
great ſin off iguorice:Firſt chat there be an vnfainet 
Godlie forrow,in humilitie acknowledging this ſinf} 1 
eo be in you al:Thea great care, tocleere your ſelves n 
off it: with indignacion,& revenge,bcing eve dilplea-J| 5 
ſed & offended at your ſelves,& affiicting yourownef 5 
ſoules for itz With a true ſeare off continewing in itz] & 
and a great deſire, with zeale,to attaine to knowledg | y 

F 
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Then $shal the LORD ſay vnto you. Comenow let vs 
reaſon togethert Though your ſinnes were as crimſ6 
' theyshalbe made white as ſnow: Though they were 
as ſcarler,they chalbe as wool. 1fa,i. 18, This sheweth 
the redines 4nd merciful willingnes of theLOR D,tq 
forgive & clenſe you from this ſin off ignorance, and 
al FA wharſoever,itt you repent. TIRE 
He is no leſſe ready to give kuowledg to Shs 
al ke 


dike it off him,iffhe aſke in faith, & water not, - A 
niche Spirit off >OD.ceſtificth by the Apoſtle, law. 1. 1 
d4{ 6.1 anie lack wiſedome, let hum aske off God,whic 
Ce heb ro all men liberallie , & reproacherth ny man, 
x-1 & it $halbee given him, 8c. And the W1iſcman 'thar 
he had beſtexperience how to atraine to knowledg, faith 
pf Prover. 2.3.4. 5. For iffthou callcſt after knowled 
Idf and crieſt for vnderſtanding,1t thou feckelt hiras {it- 
at] ver,and ſeachett for hir,as for treaſures; 'T hen shale 
gf thou vnderſtand the feare off theLORD: And yet for 
e:l all this none willbee wife and ſecke after GOD; But 
ef aficr learned}, wiſe , and Hole men,negle&ing the 
ef connſcl off the moſt wiſe,and moſt Hole. ' 


| And hereis the great tnjſteric off iniquitie, , that 
ath prevailed; And the abhominacion off defolacion 
Poken off by Daniell the Prophet,ſet where it onght | 
not to bee. In that the counſcls arid writings off 
men,arepreferred before the counſells and writmgy | 
off GOD : - And thereby the ordinances off met!, 
preferred; beforesthe ordinances off GOD : For the 
counſell off GOD is, Search rhe Scriptures , for 
they teſtifie off mee, And aſke wiſedame off me, 
For I give ynderftanding tothe ſimple;But the coun- 
ſell off men is, looke into the writings off all the Ho 
lie and reverend men both old and new,and ſee their 

i options and judgments; And aske coun(clloffall 
the Godlie learncd off the Land, 
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Thus arethe ſimple Soules,cattied away, & here- 
by 


by is theWo?d off GOD, made off 60 ef a: 
Truth of GOD turned intva lye, " _ _ 


What shall wee ſay vnto you to provoke you tol 
fcke wiſedome at God. Thincke you that they vponſ 
whome the deepelt milt off darknes and ignorance 
15 fallen, (whoareconrent to bee deprived botn off 
the reading , and vnderſtanding offthe Scriptures, 
their whole faith,and knowledg depending vpon 6< 
ther men)shz1l onely perish? Wee tell you nay , but 
you , except yvu repent off yout depending off men 
= _ part off your vndexitanding $hall perish l1- 

ewiſe, 


. Concerning theattayning vnto the knowledg & 
vnderitanding off the Word off GOD , how hath the 
man off ſin, through the malice off Sathan bewitched 
men 1n bringing theth to thincke that it 15-vtterly vs 
poſſible for anie that 1s nor learned and a Scholler to 
 attayne to the knowledg off the Scriptures , whereas 
by all the art and learning in the World , | ocrng but 
naturall)no man can attcyne to deſcerne the thinges 
off Go4: Bar ir is the Spirit cf GOD, that Teacherh 
vs to knowe the thinges that are given vsoffGOD, 
1.Corin. 2.12.14. And all the vnderſtanding,that 
men atrayne vnto, by thc ſe long and tedious courſes 
eff ſtudic in reading the writings off other men ; is 
bur the vnderſtanding off other men, And this is 
tolearne ro knowe, and vnderſtand the Scriptures of I; 
GOD,as other men knowe and vnderftand them;8*}y, 
wharshall this profit anie, If other men err , they | 
err with them; and iff other men hold the Truth "my & 

of . 
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18] hold it vpon their judgments : This is no vnderſian- 
" | ding for anie,to ground their faith vpon,to ſalvacion 
| Andthough manie will confcfle this , yet is the 
of practice cleanccontrary, | 


el Wecare vnfainedly greived for you, te whome wee 
ﬀf wishall happines , in that wee kno wet willbee fo 
S | hard a thinge, todrawe you from relying vpon the 
| jud grnent,and opinious off ſome men; our owne ex- 
It] perience off our ſelves herein makes vs ftrongly ro 
| feare you; great have bene our trialls and temptaci- 
| ons herein,in thincking we could not poſitbly come 
tothe knowledg of the Criptures, but by learned me; 
Bur the LORD hath shewed mercio 170 VS ,, ang 
Shewed vs this moſt bleſſed,c6forrable,and(through 
his grace)ecafic way, which wee have endevored here 
to / rol. vnto you. And that is in short torcad the 

ons noicdgng your ignorance,and aske 
vnderſtanding off GOD : And this is away,wherg- 
by the moſt ſimpleſt toule,thar ſecks the truth in ſin- 
ceritic may atrayne vnto the knowledg off falys» 
cion,couteynedin the Word off GOD, ] 


. | Now concerning the meaſure off knowledg, wee 
t ] are bound to knowe the whole will off GOD, as the 
'S | Apoſtle sheweth. 2.Tim.z.16.17. Forthe whole 
Scripture is given, by inſpiracion off GOD , and is 
profitable to Teach, to improve, to correct , and ts 
inftruct in righteouſnes,thatthe man off GOD 1:2; 
bee abſolate being make perfect vntoal good works, 
7 JAnd the ſame is without all contradiftion proved, 
J AQ,z-22, 


i 


For Moſes ſaid vntothe Fathers , the LORD your 
GOD s$hall raiſe vp vnto you a Propher,&c. Ye shall 
hearc him-in all things, whatſocyer he shall ſay vnto 
you: ſeeke not then knowledg, neither relye vpon 
them , thatare farshort offthe knowledg oft che 
wholetruth off GOD: For knowe titis, that ic is every 
one of your {innes,that you have not as much know 
ledg,as:the moſt learned, wiſe , and Holie Teacher, 
thatyou have amongſt ycu, and more. To make 
this plaine not to bee again-faied,that none that true. Þ| t: 
ly feares GOD shallbee able todeny it, let vs confſi-|| tl 
derwhat the Apoſtleſaith, . 2.Pet,1,5, &c, Where | f 
he exhorts all the faithfull ro joyne with their Faith, [1 
knowledg,and with kn2wledg,cemperance, & with | i 
remperance, patience,and with-patience , Godlines, 
and with Godlines, Brotherly kindnes,and with bro- 
therly Kindnes . love, In -all theſe graces all the" 
faithfull maſt ſtrive to abound , and iffanie one ap 
bound in anie.off theſe graces more then another, is 
FF Nnotyour ſin,that you have not aſmuch pacience” as [ta 
your-Teachers? And is it not your ſin, thatyou are 
not as Godly as your Teachers? Is it Lawfvull for you j& 
ro bee more itmpacient then rhey,or to bee leſſe God- 
Iythen.they?-ſo alſo muſt it bee graunred , thar 1t1s 
your ſirthat you have not as much faith as they, and 
as much knowledg as they: For you have by the word 
off GOD. no warrant to bee more vnfaithfull, nor to 
beeemore ignorant then your beft Teachers, Say not 
therefore with your ſelves as ſome foedly have donef 
that you haveas much knowledg as GOD. hath graf2c 
ven you, & thatGOD gives not to every man know-Po 


ledg alikeforitis your owne fin, that you have noÞC 
| more 
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| more knowledg & not rheLORDS fantt,who would 
| thacal men should be faved & come to the knowledg 
4 off che Truth. 1, Tim, 2.4. That is the whole Truths: 
| & the LORD 1s not partial in himſelf to give to one - 
| more & ro another lefir;Bur as he faith him(cift. Mar, 
|| 25.15;H - gave vnro one fyve Talents , & roancthee 
| rwo,8& to another one,to everie man atter his owne 
2bilirie:8& our Saviour CHRIST ſpeaks to thefame 
| effect. 10.16.12. Where he faith, l have manie thingg 
to ſay vnto you, but you cannot beate them new;and 
the author to the Heb, 5,11. ſpeaking off CHRIST 
fairh;of whome we have mante things to fay, which 
ace hard tobe vttered , becauſe ye aredull off hee- 
ring, : 
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Thus tnay you & we al ſee, that it is our owne fin, 
e [that anie have more knowledg then wee; 8 that your 
plbave not as much knowledg as your b.{t Teachers, 
$M ther knowleds be fpintuall knowledg,& thatthey 
s fave learned it ofGod?For other knowledg,although 

e [8 be never ſo glorious,& fil the car with great delighr 
a [& puffe vp the harrs off them that poſleſſe ir, we paſſe 

|. (by 1t,as nor regarding 1t in, this reſpect, & could wish 
is f(t were not eſteemed off anie , as bemg off abſolate 
d Þpecclirie, or at all necdfal ro attayne to the meanings 
4 ÞPfGODin the Scriptures ,as is proved.1. Cor. 1,19,8 
o-13- neither1s ſuch learning necdful] to the prea- 

2 (bing off the Goſpel;C hap. 2.4,% Chap.1.17, Wee 
ie Þhal norneed ro prove that you oughrro have more 

1,f2owledg then your Teachers, fcing we have alrcady 
y- proved, that you ought to have al the knowledg thar 
\0 BQD hath reyeilcd in his word, which is his whole 
re C Truth. 


Truth, Let not anie thincke that we goaboutith: de- 
ſtroy;that moſt bleſſed and comfortable doftrine off 
the Apoſtle; 2,Cor.8.1 2.Whete it is ſaid; Iffthere hee 
firſt a willing mynd'it is- accepred/accordingto:that 

a man hath,and notaccordingito that he hath: hor; 
bur this acceptance is iff there be. firſt a willing tnyndg 
cyen{oin this grace-whereoff we ſpeakeIftthere-be 

in youatrue willing mindto attaine'ynroknowleds 
which mult necds produce(wherefocver it'is) al Gogd- 

ly endeayour 6 diligentcare; Then the. LURD- will 
accept'off {vch,according to thatwhich they haye;& 
not according to that they have not; but wilfylieto 
oppofe things, withour true judgment, and not once 

to ſettle your thoughts to conſider off them :, and to 
condemne them for cvill without due trial; and all 
this becauſe ſo manic learned andexcellentmen c6- 
demnethern,this sheweth no willing .mynds:audtof 
bee necligent,and carelef{e.inreading;and. {rarchin 
the: Scriptures , and'nor-fſecking ro. attayne- to NF 
SanQified vnderſtanding "off the .Word-oft;; GOD Ja 
od rs ſelves , by the: Tcaching off che Spirit off 
God;bmt to depend vpon your Teachers, this shewe s 
no willing mynd,nor Godly endeavour For hereb y I; 
you neclect your owne endeayovrs,whyitt you thin & 
that it apperteynes not to' you a your owne. di{i- 
gence {through the graceoff, God) .toattaine the 


meaning off 1 he HolieGhoſt,mainteſted in the ſcrip- 
tures,and therefore how can you thinck to bee ac- 
cepted off God according tothar.you have ,, when 
there is no willing mynd1in yourto attaine vnro anic þ 
knowledg , but as your Teachers ghall directFg, 
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.:Mofblametable & fearefulis both your cſtaze,8& the 
Eſtare of (your teachers in this ſtidings & if we cul 
shead teares off blood for y. ou we would 3 And wee 
havecauſero complaine off the hargnes off eur harts 
in thatwe cannat ſufficicntly copallipnate the dan- 
gecous condicion wherein you are , & the greater js 
the diger, becauſe you ſee it nattbut we have Shewed 
you,that the not knowing off your {in, Shall not ex+ 
cuſe your in, therefore Repent,or els there is no ſal- 
vacion,and juſtific not your ſelves , for Chriſt leſus 
came uvr to cal the righteous, but ſinners to repetice, 


Thus have we endeavored with our beſt abilities; 
1 | ro petſivade you to ſee & acknowledg your ignorice 
- | & to repent off it38 ro ſeeke for knowledg at GOD, 
who giveth hberally to althat aſke 8& ſeeke of himg 
and let it Hot ſceme ſtrainggthat we,who ate ſo igno= 
rant,do fpeake ſo muchagaiuſt ignorance : For who 
are ſo fit ro crye out againlt ignorance as wee , who 
have ſuch caule to-groane ynder the burthen off our 
*$ [owne ignorances.: our.cheife & onely comfort herin 
 Jis,tharthroughthe grace off God given vnto vs, wee 
& knowe & acknowledg,that wee are ignorant: & ha- 
i-Jycing ſoand(gloric begivenroGod)the vnſpeakeable 
I Ibenifit hereoff, wee wish the: like grace and comfort 
-ynto you all, 1, Ut 


NJ Shall we yet entreat your beſtgrace & patience to 
IcIthew you a few things,wherin we appeale vnto your 
6 owne coſciences, whether it bee nor great 1gncrance 

inyouorno , ( far bee it from vs to thincke you 
5 2 do i 
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Bir of kno that yon'haye no ufc offmanie 
excellent pattS0ff GODS Word: -: £ 


- Our SaviourQHRIST commatinded hisDifciples 
Mar, 28.19,Go Teach al nations;baptizing them, &c. 
This part of GODS word fay you, is off no'vſe with 
you nor harh bene theſe manite hundreth yeres, & we 

ee not however you should ſtarid need off ir,ſt:ding 
as you do:The nfe off it rigs. nortto you,it bclogs 
ro the Turks & Pagans, & ſuch like as you fays You 
have prevented the LORD;& fotnd'/a way:that plca- 
ſeth yuu berter, for yuu wi Baptize & Teach;wil you 
thus put away frem you the holie comaundernet off 
JESVS CHRIST: O that wee could ſufficiently 'be- 
mone you herein ; Wee reſtifie'vnto you, takeing'the 
Word off GQD for a witncs againſt you, thar iff yon 
had no other fin amongſt yon al, burthis, you perish 
evcric man off you from the higheſt to the loweſt-. ih] 
you repent nor off this fin! ;'1n thar herein you rejec 

the Holy commaundetwent off Chriſt , & ſet yp the 
tradicions off men , & ſay you have no need off this 
parte off GODS Wocd,itapperteyneth not ro you, 


Likewiſe that Holy doCtrineoff th- Apoſtle Peter, 
ACt, 2. 37.38, Where he Teacheth the that were pric- 
ked in their harrs,to amed rheirlyves & be baptized, 
This doCtrine in your owne accowprt never did, tor 
ever $hal apperteyn vnto youholding as you hoigtfor 
when could this ever prope:ly bee ſaid vnro anie off 
you. Amend your lyves,8& be Baptized; or when way 
this doctrine befitly applied vnts you,O the depth of 
the miſterie offiniquitie , rhatthe man-off — 
Wy, : 


# F 
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© | ftill.preyaile thus farr,with apeople off reat ynder- 
Ainding,as to caiſe them © think at' ſome off 
the Apoftles dofrinenever did nor eyer$hal Eclonig? 
- Si che:& this di>Erine you have atfo/ defeated your 
A þ- esoff,by Baprizjnig fir(t, 8 Teachingamendewi@ 
od). off life afterwards: as alſo with this device, thefe'tw& 
Fr ſpoken off;Go Teach & Baprize, Amend yout' 


& & be Baprized belong to men off yeres; We de- 
'd are yourniat men off yeres AY hy Wie the wilt 
ſimple 4 as rodeny:But that: what venerall does 
-[trine& ordinintel ever in hey ord'of off God, doth 
R belong to ſome ten offyeres, the ſame belong to-- al 
mien off yeres: For our Saviour C HRIST faith thart 
* fy vnto one) ſay vnto al warch;eveh {o that he ſairli 
Nine 0 ſome mEof yercs, he faith varha al men off yeres, 
end your Ret. & be Baprized,” 


+} Fi 


E Tis may rhe ſimpleſt ſe,that vil with an hutmb 
i Y Pe nt ha ne into the'wo vor FAGOD,chith 
ie Bier O i yeres wh "iff be taugh the dla I. 
Ves,& be Bip ti :& that it Ihe feareful fin offak, 
that rent the <vord, off GOD from. his ordinances, RZ 
his FOrtmanees FRO jm his word;pretending ro'Baprfze 
*I1 Iapts( For 1 es Bats prerence)ro whome the WordBE 
rine aj 21/3 ethnot 2; [ce beſtech you by the 
: an of So | your ph oratice Next & rep& 
Har this your'in may, be pyt away” : 


e 


\ Suffer yet an * obr oſt veing wgnes to 6 
5 ou Bood,ammwe ere vs With x good ord, pb 


e haye ya! e doctrine off te heracion, Que 
Ton avigur Fe faith NNN: then. —_ 


\ 


againeche cindf fee, or Er Into 
Od 


Pl 


when were you borne 'againe 


z 

ding regeneracI6 from your natiital, 
7 wa apa vnderſtandings For you a 
© nave a great work aff coyerhonamogtyou,& mar 
are converted daylie:by what Back. 0you cofmu- 


ticate with men.ynconverteccontraneto al the vn- 
\ derſtanding &-cenfe oft! Senprg | Goglines38 
- Thus istherenovicofithe, Bn of eecnctacion 


amongſt you, neither Fes Ways r, you are cicherall 
fea 2erate,& ever have bene fince you; Were, borne, 
or v|s-yS8Make no:watrer whether men, be regene- 
rateox nOoinredpect off the hoſic things , yet in yout, 
-owne-private accompt,you eſteeme ſUme converted 
u$ ſome ynccverred putting 2 difference, yea you call 
eJorae profellors;& toms you accopt notfo much as 
PTY on Sracterd  profeſ- 


r$.& yet you areal one body, eating off one 


D dread; & &tinckirig 1 ninng ; 1. Cor,1047.bee nat 
te | Shame TORE your RnerRce erein,& acknowicdg 
i | SE GOD, or 


©... Further more whar vfc have you off that H,rule of 
"Qirecion,which Chriſt harh given & raught with his 
;Owne mouth,Mat.r8.1 5--19.off admomsbing your 
-brother;telling the Church:& off binging &looling, 


« ' it niot your great ignoranice thar ether you knowe 
1: | or what appetteyneth totheſe rthinges ,. or els you 
\ | Know vorthat theſe things apperteineth to you, And 
$4 | for thoſe directions that the pho one ſerteth downe,r 
oy Pet.4:10,& 1.cor,r4.26--3 2,whatvſe or benifit have 


.youof theſe H. Scriptures, Let every man as he hath 
« | . <ceived the pifr,adminifter 8c, 8 every man as he 
.* | hacha dodftnne &c.Let the Prophets ſpeake two, or 
|, Etc: For ye may alProphecie'one by one. And offer 
x yp al other ſpiritual ſacrifices,acording to the appotn 
g | . ©<menr off the, ghoſt. 1,Pet.2.5,& ye as lively ſtones 
i; |. de made ſpiritual hoyſe;&:Holic Preiſthood,to offer 
{ | .. Spiritual acrifices, acceptable fo God by IefusChriſt, 
na "rhe H;ghoſtfaith this is not eGfuſi6, bug you through 
_ | Ignorance'ſay itis confuſts,8 therfore appoint, that 
XY 

A 

1 


_.onelic miniſters'$hat offer ypal facrifices when you 
. are come together; &rhus ftablich a highPreiſthood 

- according to:the law, abolishing the Goſpel, havetng 

. | novſcofftireſe parts off Gods word, 
*$ . Forth#Ele@ion & ordinacion off Elders, Deacons 
| & Widowes:you deprive-youtelves altogether , for 
31 baveinganic hand orconſenttherin,8& ſois the word 
11 ff GOD-A&.14. 23.8 6:3.81,Tim, 5,9, oftno:yle 
and cffe& amongſt yous 4 3 (7 47 47 
Cools —— 
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* ' And'whereas the Apaſile c6maundes 3.,Tim.z.195 
-againlt an Elder yecerveno:acculation,burynmderiwo 
or:three wirneſles; Teaching thereby that vnder rwo 
or thre witneſſes an accufacion mult be.receiyed: but 

who mult receive this accufacion ., - &.te; what end ir 
mult be made, you have no vic nor practice amongſt 
you;We k now: you accuſe with openiatngcry,& with 
thouſand off witneſſes thoſe that are aecomprted. El- 
ders among you, bur al .nvaine , & ſo you make the 
Word eff GOD ro beinvaine , & to no end;For iff ir 


be nor roxctormacion what avalleth it, 


Much more off the Word off life are, you ſtraitned 
off: The Apoſtle sheweth. 2.Cor.6. 11.12. That if you 
be kept ſtrait, y ou are kept ſtrait in your own bowels 
for ther mouthes have bene open,& their haz ts have 


bene made large to deliverthe whole will; off GOD . 
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Toconclude : heare what the Apoſtle ſaith vnto 
you in this place;Verſl.13, Beeyou enlarged: & the 
way tobe cnlarged;he alſo ferterh downe vet(.14.Bee 
not vnequally yocked with infid<ls,for what teilow- 
Ship hath righteouſhes with vnrighteonfaes: what c0- 
munion hat, light with darknes! Whar cocord hath 
CHRIST with Be'iatOr what parthaththe vnbelee- 
ver with the infidel,&c, © Wherefore come our from 
amonglt them,& ſ{rperate your ſelves, faith theLord: 
& touch no yncleane thinge : Heere 15 the roote off 


all theſe thinges, we have ſpoke laſt toyou off, in that * 


you wit in no. wafe be brought to ſee this Scripture ap 
perteyneth to you, 6 na 
++ p ef | 11S 
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» This Word infidels deceives you 2l,*his is ment 

ou ,- onely.off Vegans & Heath« ns that knowe nor 
LOD:frow: tuch you wil ali copfefſe you muſtſepe- 
rate;Let vs.loveingly rcafun with you in this punts 
Have al men faith to (+ actun .morglt you? Are All 
righteous:Do yl walk- inthe light? A: e ail vnder the 

ock of CHRIST iWe knowe you wil not affirme its 
Why the you mult needs yeilc,thet you have amooeft 
you vofathtul menzvnright- ous me;men thor walke 
in darknes;me that are B-ltal,thatis withour a yucks 
are not ri eltthey hat the LORD commaun:s yo 
heere to ſeperate f, 02But to fatisfic you 1n thc ET. 
| infidd. 1.1m. $. 113 wirinen It thece be ane unart 

rovideth nor for his 6wne,&.namely tor them of his 
Cnbol&he denicth the faith,& is worſe rhe a infi- 
del, Andicannot you ſec manje worſe men amoy.gft 
you, then ſome chat proyide not for their Families 
fach you may be. bold to ſay. by the warrant offGodsg 
Ward, they are worſe then 11. fidels , &jff rhe LOR | 
comm2ynd you.,Come gut {omAmonſs & lcpurate 
your ſclveg'from.intide ls, he larcly commaunds. you. 
to ſeper:4e your ſelves from. them that are worſe the 
mftidels, -. he. | - 


a 
2 


But you eſteeme them berter then infidels, becauſe 
they ſay: they know & profefſe CHRIST: & for thig 
cauſe onehe doth the LOR |1 judg the-worle, as-y ur: 
Saviour Chriſt doth moſt plaizely declare, when he 
fGich,he that knowesnot my wilz& doth things wer- 

'Ithy oft ſtripes,shalbe beaten; bur-he thar knowcs my. 
wil,& doth ir not,shalbee beaten with mane ttripes, 
And the juſt GOD hath faidit shalbe caſter for the off, 


i the 


U 


6 lard 6 Sodom intheday offjudgmend, then fax 
apernag where. he did ſo manie great works: thers- 
Yor<benor you contrane mynded roGOD; you art 
*Beverableco appeare befure him in-this chings ;.m 
"that yoti de accompt berter off thein , that with their 
wiburthes profeſic they knowe God, but by works de- 
*ny hit,and'arcabhominable'&c. Tit. 1:17, Then oft 
'thoſe that know hir noc at al wh#reasthey are more 
abhominable with God,and their judgmet grearer iff 
thiey repent not. Eſteerne notrhem precious -whome 
the Lord sſteemeth moſt vild,thatis-thoſt thiatknow 
*him, and oþcy'him not ; Bur 6bey you rhe Lordzand 
Neperare your ſelves from the, and ſay nomore. rhat 
this isnorſpoken to you-;,- teaſt that this alld beton 
-notviro you(with greife off foule we ſpcake ir,)I w1 
be your God, and you shalbe my-people;anal wilbee 
aFathervnroyou,adyou'shalbe my {6nesfid:daugh- 
wets,foras ſure as rhe Lord liveth .,-to0 'whome ſoevel Y* 
- he onepart off this word offGod belongeth,to them 
the'otherpartalfo belongerh;and they thay wil haye 
DO0/part in the one,carhay&no. parte inthe other: 
27 Thetefore in the Þov&ofFleſns Chaſt pee (withall 
earneftnes off hart)beſeech-you.. Seperate your ſelves, 
and have no ſpiritual fellowship nor comunis, with 
rhiewicked,nor with witkednes that GOD:may be 
your GOD,and your moſtboveing Father, and that 
. you'may bee his duetiful andobcedient. people, ad his 
moſt toveing Sonnes'and Noughters;. | 
- -" And we further defire youro beware off cheſetwo 
ehings;Firſt;chat you/give not your ſelves to thincke*} 
thar your ſtandmg is good, becauſe that you have fo 
marie excellent things amonglt you, for if many ex= 
TER ow cellent 


eellent things were ſufficier,the Church off Thyatica 
(which were a peeple ſeperated) muſt have bene ap 
Fach before you,off whome the Sonne off GO 
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ike fine brafſe)Aith Revel, 2.48: 19.20, Iknowe thy 
wotks,and thy love,and fervice,and faith,ad thy pa- 
*tience,& thy works, & rhat they are mo at the [aſt 
then at the firſt,notwithitanding I have a few thingy 
againſt thee,rhar thou ſuffereſt Ye worma lezabel&c, 
Whereby you [ce that although you had al theſe ex- 
celler ich are al that the word of/God requi 
'reth, yet iff your have bur one evilamonegft you , the 
F.. wit come againft you;except you repet. And the 
Church off Epheſus, that is not taxed to have any eyil 
mainteynedin it , yet becauſe it was wanting in one 
goodthinge, muſt epent-, or els the Lordwil come 
1 Shortly againft it $ & this Sheweth that you are not 
onely to have no exit, buralſo. that yuu may not bee 
deftiruceor decaying in anie one good thing: & thus 
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the'glorionis apparice off manic good things,though 
woke ofFthe be true;as we-muſt needs confefle-, yer 
« praiſe nor your ſelves in theſe things , bur Rperate 

your ſclyes,& the with cheChurch off Smyrna looke 
- | - vp6 your povertie & nakednes,& be humbled there 


c  by,fo shal you have praiſe withGod,this we ſpeake ro. 


* | you,& toourietves we fay,thow that warneſtzother, 
warnthy ſeIfalſo. the z.thing that we adviſe.you al to 

, take heed of,is;that you do no l6ger fatiffie your ſel- 
yes with this vnwarrarablke excuſe,thart it belongs-nor 
to you to reforme things, yon are bur private me, we 
c6fefle with you that i bri6os notiung at alto you ge 

It WETe 


(which hath his cis like'a flame off fire , and his feer 


"much in love to ſorwarne you not to he deceived by: 
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were t9Þþexyighed. that you bad walked accarding to 
that yqur owne ra.e,& then you would not ſo much: 
have trobled your {clves,& brought troble ypo your 
&lves & others(in triveing for publique refarmacis 
in that, manner)as you have done ;, leave thar ro the: 
Lord,& tc them that are pub ique perſons in auctho- 
xiti; lffthey looke notto that , le: them knowe,that 
the LO&D wil calthemto a mcſt ſevere accompr,& 
the ferce-wrath off the LORD. Shal come out againſt 
them, yeacyecn againſt the.grear Kings. & Princes' off 
te Earth,whilſt they aſl-mble. chemiclves;cogether 
againſb the Lord,& againſt his CHRIST, fajeitg ter 
vs breake their bands;& 6all their cords fromys.. Ihe 
LOKD hath ſpoken FRIROY the mouth offa great 8: 
worthy'King;Pfal. 2.2.3.1. koalkthe great, & mighrtie 
Kings off the:Earth: Bug to,you ro whome we fpeake 
i tcharyouare private-mengit rauſt needs,be granted! 


- 


chat private reformacionf&lohgsvnto. you & ifthis'©Þ* 


belonge not'ro-you , the meanes off your ſalyacion 
bel5gs notto youder you -&-vs:both pray for publique 
reformacion;burt let vs pray for& practige.ous owne 
private reformacio:8 marvile not thatal your labors 
off this;kindare come to ngjthing.an that you. ſtrive, 
eo reforme-:onhers,& do npt firkk reforme your clves 
in theſorhings, whereinyau would: refarme others 
& farthep lyoke that your-reformacis ſo much, ſtood 
for, be according to the ttue forme off GODS Ward 
& then you sha} find heayvenlic coforth 19:your wne 
reformacton;&wait with hope & comfort, tor the re- 

fottnacis off others: Butzf you wil nor reforme.pri- 
varelie,becauſe youcannt:retorme publikeche, & hold 
thatſo'docing you dawel;then you shew., the refor- 
Paw uh maclon 


| 
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macion yon defire,is indifferent;8 if you hotd it not 

indifftercetit,bur that abſoiutelie there ought to be 64 

tormacion,then you ought ro reforme though al wi 

not. As loſua {aid.Iof;24.15.And i4ir frme evil vnto 
outo ferye the LORD\,chuſe you,&c,butT and my 
1ouſe, wil ſerve the LORD, 


And you wil al confeſſe that 1t was wel ſaid off Pe- 
ter, whe he ſaid, that thoagh al should forſakeChrult, 
yet he would not,& it was his (in,though all did fore 
ſake him,rhat he did alſo fortake him:but he repeted, 
& we wish vnto you al the like repentance, ſting you 
arc iti the like rranſgreſſion, 


Whe the LOR Dchalraiſe vp your harts ro reſorrne 
look yougo with a right foote,lealt in pulling down 
the gtvaves,you ct vp the high places; 8 though me 


1 1: fay,Lo heere is CHRIST, lothere 1s CHRI ST, be- 


leeve them not,bur go tothe foundacion laid by the 
{kilfull maiſter buildcrs:& ler everie man take heed 
how he buildeth vpon,tor the fire shal try,everic mag 
worke,off what fort 1t 15;& iff anie mans worke build 
vponthe true foundacion,burne, yer he shalbeſaved, 
biitiff anje mans worke build vpon a falſe foundacis 
buzne,(as it muſt needs)he shal nor be ſaved : Take 
heed therctore builders how you build, 


The ſome ol? tat hittle,we have here faid in gene- 
ral,1s,t6 prove vnto you,that ignorance 1s fin,& muſt 
, be repenred off.& that you & al mEare pultic of this 
fin, and therefore muſt repent offir,and ftek know: 
tedg,or els there 15 no falvacis; We haveendeevored 

| rs shew 


OI s 


EY  IRo—_ 


to sh&w you in ſome particulars,wherein wee thinck 
in all good conſcience, you mult needs contelfe thar 
through ignorance you ſin, 

In whatſaeveris (aid, we cal the LOR Ngo witnes 
that knowes al harts, we ſecke not your dilgrace, for 
then werewe moſt vile;nor to advice our owne praiſe 
forthe were we much more vile: bat to advance the 
praiſe off God, whoin our dcepeſt diſtreſſe hath she- 
wed mercie vpon vs,in bringing vs in ſome meaſure 
to the ſight off our ignorance, & offour {in therein; 
& taught vs to make out peace with him by daily. re- 
pentice,& hath opened our blind cies to fee the true 
way to attaine vnto knowledg (not that we have ar- 
rained vntoit) & haveing found great cofort to our 
poore ſoules hereinwe wish you alſo,to be pertakers 
off the like grace ; Accept off vs herein,in your beſt 
fore,according tothe true vnfained love of our harts 


vnto you;caſt not ovr loveing counſel behind yuu be-, 


eauſe weare weake,nor difpite vs not for cur ſimpli- 


Citie , that diſpiſe our ſelves , becauſe wee are fo 
fimple, Thus praicing to the GOD off hea. 
hcaven,that you may abound yet more & more , in 
Knowledge, faith,and repentance,andeverie good gitt 
Thar, that good worke, which the LORD hath begun 
In you,may not dye; but may bee perfected , to the 
raiſe off his glorie,& your cternal ſalvacion, Amen. 
Ts Ixsvs Amen,And then shal our ſoules rejoice, 
and our harts be night glade. | 
Wee bele eve, Lorp be merciful to our vnbcleife, 
Wee repent, Lorxp be mercifull to our 1m- 
penttencic, 
Faults eſcaped.Pag, 3 2.,lyn 19. is it xiot their ſin that a- 
bound leffe? As thus, is it not &c,& lyn, 29,tfocdly for 
fond! ». 
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